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bouring villagers in order to ensure a better corp. Not that he
is less fond of dancing; on the contrary, he devotes many days
and shows more enthusiasm but only in the months of Shravan
and Bhadrapad.
Aslwdhl Ekadashl. Before proceeding to the dancing in
Shravan, we should not miss the purely religious dance^ in
Ashadh. On the eleventh day of the bright half of Ashadh,
the devotees of Vithoba of Pandharpur, march in groups and
processions towards Pandharpur. The majority is of males,,
though females are not an exception. People from all classes,
participate. As a rule, they are grown up people though a
youngster may be found here and there, if he happens to
belong to a family that has vowed the van of Pandharpur and
if there be no one else to fulfil the vow. Though the sanctity
of the Pandharpur kshetra is acknowledged all over Mahara-
shtra, it is generally the people from the Ghat-side that form
the main conglomeration of this Ekadaslil pilgrimage. The
reason is quite obvious. Apart from the fact that Pandharpur
is nearer to the people on Ghatside, the effect of the preach-
ings of saints lik Namdeo and Tukaram who were staunch
devotees of Vithoba is more pronounced on the Ghatside than
in the Konkan. This is quite natural since both of them
belonged to Ghatside. Avowed varkari, even from
the farthest corner of Maharashtra shall not miss the
occasion unless he is physically handicapped. The senti-
ment is so strong and deep-rooted that even in an ultra-
modern city like Bombay, we see many bhajan parties
marching to the temple of Vithoba at Vadala, dancing,
and singing bhajans through the streets of Bombay on.
this day.
Then comes Shravan the month of sacred days, fasts and
festivals, and it is quite natural that it should be so. The-
scorching heat of summer is totally forgotton; the heavy tor-
menting showers of rain have already subsided, the rigour of
winter is still far ahead. Garbed in green, the earth is shin-
ing with all her splendour. Wild flowers of gorgeous colours
are in abuq^ance. For the agriculturist, it is just a respite
between two bouts of hard work that he has to put in during,
the course of these four months in connection with his agricul-